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Vintage cars, classical architecture, salsa music, flavourful cigars, straw hats, fresh rum 

drinks, and vibrant streets is the branded image of the city of Havana. All this and more is what 

this charming city blessed me with. Discovering the harsh realities of everyday life as well as the 

glamour and luxuries, it was evident that Havana is a complex city like no other. For me, it was a

time travelling experience that ignited a consciousness to learn from history 

and strive for a deeper essence to everyday life. 
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A few hours outside the hustle and bustle of Havana is a small town in Pinar Del Río province, 
home to the Viñales Valley - a Cuban national park and UNESCO World Heritage Site. Viñales 

town is surrounded by rivers, caves, and vast landscapes of greenery and tropical climate. 
It has garnered international attention for its outstanding beauty and ecology, rich in flora and 

fauna, healing waters from hot springs and densely wooded hills. This is a perfect breather from 
city life in Havana and I was glad to have spent 5 days on excursions, discovering village life in Cuba. 
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souvenirs
Souvenir shopping is pretty standard worldwide: mass produced items, tshirts, sculptures, 

magnets, keychains and the like. In Viñales, be sure to carry some cigars, honey, rum, coffee 
and other local products as souvenirs. Note that there is a government enforced cap on how 
much you can take out of the country with you. Cigars for example are capped at 50 cigars, 

while rum is about 2 litres per person. 

I also found items to be slightly cheaper in Viñales but more limited in range. Two main ‘souvenir 
galogalore’ spots I visited in Havana were: Almacenes San Jose and Calle Obispo. 

ALMACENES SAN JOSE
Located by the ferry terminal in Old Havana, Almacenes San Jose is a giant warehouse of kiosks 

selling souvenir goods of all kinds. From authentic Cuban leather, carvings, printed bags and a 
range of decorations, this place is probably your best bet for an all inclusive shopping trip. 

CALLE OBISPO 
is a long street leading into Old Havana from the Central Park. It is a busy and

 c crowded with many souvenir shops and boutiques on several adjacent streets. Due to its 
location, the pricing is more targeted at tourists but it is also acceptable to bargain for better 

prices which I certainly did! I highly recommend starting off at the Artisan Market where items 
are clearly labeled and better quality to me. My favourite part was the leather goods stalls 

where you can get items engraved and personalized. 
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contact 
INSTAGRAM: @artofetheltawe  

FACEBOOK: fb.com/artofetheltawe 

TWITTER: @artofetheltawe 

EMAIL: artofetheltawe@gmail.com 

www.artofetheltawe.com 

Did this guide help you? 
Click the button below to support  
the project & gain access to  
more resources.
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